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Impact of Process Philosophy in the U.S: Affordable Care Act
In its primary sense, process philosophy (ontology) denotes the blending of various intuitions in the global sphere to make a more coherent world. The exact opposite of process philosophy is substance philosophy, which understands the world is unchanging. In the contemporary world, the integration of the process philosophy in every day has had a significant impact on society in different facets like religion, scientific research, politics, and economics. The primary characteristics that define process philosophy include interdependence, subjectivity, creativity, and change over time (Rescher, 2000). A globe is an ever-evolving place and thus requiring a change of policies, incorporation of technology, and other meaningful aspects to function effectively. One of the areas that experiences change over time is policy-making, which has a profound impact on society, either positive or negative impacts. For instance, in the U.S, the issue of the expensive health care posed far-reaching consequences to the citizens. The government had to develop a viable solution to ensure a majority of citizens could access health. This paper explores the impact of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010 to society.
From the time ACA was signed into law, over 20 million people citizens have acquired health insurance through the law. According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, in 2013, 16.6% of the American population under 65 years was uninsured; however, by the first quarter of 2016, the percentage of uninsured population under the age of 65 years registered a drastic drop to 10% (McIntyre & Song, 2019). While the U.S has not completely adeptly the national health coverage, adoption of the ACA act has ensured a significant number of people who could not have previously afforded the healthcare to be fully insured; this is basically what process philosophy entails, changing of policies to more effective ones. Therefore, the ACA has allowed more citizens to access health insurance coverage and thus a guarantee to a healthier lifestyle.
The ACA is helping to reduce the significantly huge U.S healthcare costs. The health of citizens is one of the government’s top priorities. ACA allows the government to invest in vital community programs that help to improve health care quality. For instance, the federal government started a program known as the Partnerships for patients, an initiative aimed at reducing hospital-acquired illnesses. According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, the program helped to save over 125, 000 lives and approximately $28.2 billion healthcare costs from 2011 to 2015 (McIntyre & Song, 2019). Thus, the ACA program is a vital policy that is impacting positively to the larger American society.
While the ACA has immensely contributed to reducing healthcare spending, the healthcare costs are considerably high compared to other industrialized nations. For the last ten years, the U.S has spent more on healthcare than any other industrialized nation (McIntyre & Song, 2019). Population-based healthcare disparities still exist with populations in lower economic strata experiencing healthcare costs burden (McIntyre & Song, 2019). As a result, it creates an urging necessity for policy-makers to be more creative and update the ACA to a law that would ensure every citizen can easily afford quality healthcare.
In summation, the overhauling of healthcare policies has significantly impacted on the health standards in America. A considerable percentage of people who could not access healthcare because of the high cost of care is now insured. Moreover, the ACA has impacted federal spending, which shows remarkable declines as compared to the time when the Act was not enforced into law. However, there is still room for improvement since population-based disparities are still rampant. One of the key characteristics of process philosophy is the use of creativity and rationale to solve pressing human needs; for this reason, the ACA act can still be amended to ensure low-income populations can afford health a subsidized cost.
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